Pollution Prevention Information: What's Out There and Where To Find It by Barnes, Laura L.
Laura L. Barnes, M.S.L.I.S 
Executive Director, Great Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable 
l-barnes@illinois.edu 

Ways We Look for Information 
• Search 
– When: You’re doing research or trying to answer a 
question 
– Where: Google, Bing, Yahoo, or your favorite search 
engine or article database 
• Scopus 
• Google Scholar 
• Web of Science 
•  Scan 
– When: You’re trying to keep up with a topic 
– Where: Trusted news sources 
 
 

Use Your Time Wisely 
• Do a preliminary search 
• Use browser add-ons to help you sort 
through results 
– Deeper Web 
• If you haven’t found it relatively quickly, ask 
an information professional 
– GLRPPR Help Desk Librarian 
– P2Rx Rapid Response Service (for those 
outside of GLRPPR’s service area) 
 
Deeper Web Sample Search – 
Pollution Prevention 
Deeper Web Sample Search – 
Pollution Prevention 
Trust But Verify 
• Choose your sources carefully 
– Library resources are evaluated before 
purchase 
– Don’t assume that the web has the most 
recent or accurate information 
• Trust but verify 
– Always check to see how current a page is 
– Always look for information about the 
author of the page 
 
When to Use What 
Use a search engine 
When you’re looking for 
something specific, an 
unusual term, or an exact 
phrase 
Use a directory  
When you’re looking for lots 
of information on a 
particular topic 
 • GLRPPR Sector Resources 
• P2Rx Topic Hubs 
• P2 InfoHouse 
 
• Use advanced search features 
to refine your search 
• http://www.google.com/ad
vanced_search 
• Read the search engine help 
pages for new techniques 
• http://support.google.com/
websearch/ 
Some Useful Google Search Tricks 
• Site search 
– Use site: to restrict your search to a specific web site 
– Example: “pollution prevention” site:epa.gov 
• Exclude a word 
– Add a dash (-) before a word to exclude all results that include that 
word.  
– Example: “solvent use” printers –computers 
• Use Google as your dictionary 
– If you’re looking for a definition, try the define: operator 
– Example:  define:biomimicry 
• More help from Google 
– Search tips and tricks 
http://www.google.com/insidesearch/tipstricks/basics.html 
– Search operators 
http://support.google.com/websearch/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer
=136861 
Refining Google Search Results 
• Filter your search results by type of content 
– Some options include web, images, maps, videos, news, 
books, places, blogs, discussions, applications, and 
patents. 
• Other filtering options include: 
– Publish date 
– Personalization 
– Verbatim search 
• More help with search 
– From Google 
http://support.google.com/websearch/bin/answer.py?hl=
en&answer=142143&topic=1221265&ctx=topic  
– From the University of Illinois Library 
http://uiuc.libguides.com/google 
 
 
Remember Traditional Resources 
• Journal literature 
– Your local public, university, or community 
college library’s databases 
– Google Scholar 
• Books and reports 
– Your local public, university, or community 
college library’s online catalog 
– WorldCat 
 
 

Ask 
• If you can’t find it or don’t know where to 
start, ask: 
– Your local librarian (especially if you have one on 
site) 
– GLRPPR Help Desk Librarian 
– P2Rx Rapid Response Service (for those outside 
of GLRPPR’s service area) 
– Your regional roundtable’s e-mail list 
 
 
 

Staying current doesn’t 
have to be messy 





http://www.blogtrottr.com/ 


http://uiuc.libguides.com/p2/ 
http://www.glrppr.org/ 
http://www.epa.gov/p2/index.htm 
http://www.p2rx.org/ 
http://envnewsbits.wordpress.com 



Data sets consist of statistics that have 
been collected, but not analyzed 
Compiled statistics are data sets 
have been turned into usable 
information through analysis 
http://www.census.gov/ 
http://www.epa.gov/tri/P2/index.html 
http://www.epa.gov/envirofw/index.html 
http://www.eia.doe.gov/environment 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/manufacturing/resources/footprints.html 


http://www.p2rx.org/measurement/ 

P2 Measurement & Calculators 
P2 Greenhouse Gas Calculator 
• Developed to assist the P2 community with reporting EPA’s outcome 
measures 
– Pounds of pollutants reduced 
– Gallons of water saved 
– Dollars saved through adoption of P2 practices 
• Used to calculate changes in GHG emissions from P2 projects 
• Converts activity values entered (e.g. kWh saved, gallons of water 
reduced) to CO2 equivalents 
• Aggregates GHG reductions from individual projects and categories 
• Provides data transparency through references and justification 
• Provides calculations for: 
– Electricity conservation 
– Green energy 
– Stationary and mobile source fuel reduction/substitution 
– Green chemistry 
– Water conservation 
– Materials management (module under construction) 
 
P2 Cost Calculator 
• Calculates financial savings in dollars from 
implementing specific P2 activities 
– Hazardous inputs and wastes 
– Air emissions 
– Water pollution 
– Water use 
– Energy 
– Electricity 
– Non-hazardous inputs and solid waste 
 
 
 
Where to Get the Calculators 
• EPA’s Measuring P2 Web Site 
http://www.epa.gov/p2/pubs/resources/measureme
nt.html#calc 
• NPPR’s P2 Measurement Tools 
http://www.p2.org/general-resources/p2-data-
calculators/ 
• Learn to use the calculators by attending a training 
webinar on January 16 
– Register at 
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/661478870  
• Other calculators and software tools available at 
http://uiuc.libguides.com/p2/tools 
 
 
 

What’s that web site I wanted to 
show you? 



Download at http://www.mendeley.com 
I found it! And it didn’t 
take all day! 
